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Without warning the boiler
in the barn on the Muhlen-
berg Campus exploded and
some 40 Boy Scouts were
trapped in the burning build-
ing. The firefighters and
emergency squads arrived on
the scene and extricated the
victims. Then the hospital's
disaster plan went into effect.
The explosion and fire on
that Saturday afternoon were
simulated, but everything else
was very real. The disaster
occurred at 1 p.m. When the
alert was concluded at 2:45
p.m., the MMC team and out-
side observers agreed that the
drill had been a success and
(Continued on page 3)
100 Attend PAHA
Region Conference
The spring meeting of the
Eastern Region of the Penn-
sylvania Association of Hos-
pital Auxiliaries will be held
at Muhlenberg Medical Cen-
ter on Thursday, April 22.
Mrs. Allen J. Rau, president
of the MMC Women's Aux-
iliary, announced that her
group is pleased and honored
to host this event which will
be attended by 100 auxilians.
Mrs. Trevor Pearman, sec-
ond vice-president of the re-
gion, will speak on "Health
Services in the United King-
dom". A panel discussion
on "Social Services Through
the Hospital Wall", will be
moderated by Irvin Lengel,
Neffs, a past-president of the
Men of MMC. There will al-
so be a tour of the hospital.
Disaster Test Proves Hospital Is Prepared




ter faces a loss of approxi-
mately $60,000 in June, un-
less the state approves an
emergency medical assistance
appropriation.
At their meeting on March
17 the hospital's board of di-
rectors voted to support the
efforts of the Hospital Asso-
ciation of Pennsylvania (HAP)
to get the stop-gap monies for
the medically indigent.
The State Department of
Health has warned that funds
for underwriting this care will
run out in the last week of
May. Without an emergency
appropriation, medical assist-
ance funds will not be avail-
able until after the start of
the new fiscal year, July l.
Donald E. Porter, MMC
executive director, announced
(Continued on page 4)
Porter at Course
On long-Term Mgt.
Donald E. Porter, MMC
executive director, completed
a 3-day course in long-term
facility management given by
the Wharton School of the
University of Pennsylvania.
The sessions were held
March 10-12 at Valley Forge.
Forty-five administrators were
enrolled in the 15 credit
course.
Mr. Porter also has been
named as one of three hos-
pital administrators to serve
on the Lehigh Valley Blue




TRAINING for the disaster they hope will never happen. Ambulance
crew evacuates explosion "victims" in drill conducted by Northamp-
ton County Civil Defense and Muhlenberg Medical Center.
Hospital Names James Orsi, M.D.
New Chief of Anesthesia
MMC BedOccupancy
Up Eleven Per Cent
MMC bed occupancy in
February increased 11 per
cent over that of the same
month in 1975. Donald E.
Porter, executive director, re-
ported that occupancy in Feb-
ruary was 84.5 per cent, up
from 76 per cent a year
earlier.
Occupancy of medical beds
during the month was 100 per
cent; surgical, 83.5, and the
Skilled nursing Facility, 90.5
per cent. Average daily cen-
sus at MMC in February was
122 patients.
A total of 1,283 outpatient
visits were recorded for the
month.
James M. Orsi, M.D., has
been named chief of anesthesia
by the Muhlenberg Medical
Center. He was approved by
the board of directors of the
hospital, upon recommenda-
tion by the medical staff.
Dr. Orsi succeeds Wilfred
Maisel, M.D., Easton who re-
signed the position.
The new chief of anesthesia
is a graduate of Colgate Uni-
versity, Hamilton, N.Y., and
received his medical degree
from the New Jersey College
of Medicine in Newark.
He interned at Newark
City Hospital and was a resi-
dent in urology at St. Albans
(N.Y.) Naval Hospital and in
anesthesia at Philadelphia Na-
val Hospital.
Dr. Orsi has his office and
residence in Allentown.
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Twelve nurses are enrolled in a 6-week Intensive Coron-
ary Care Course that began April 5 at Muhlenberg Medical
Center. Mrs. Betty Fitzgerald, R.N., coordinator of the Inten-
sive/Coronary Care Unit, developed the program.
The students include eight nurses from the MMC staff and
four from Easton Hospital. They are attending sessions from
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays for a total
of 130 hours.
The staff instructors are Virginia Stover, R.N., ICCU
nurse manager; Mrs. Mary Etta Newhard, R.N., coordinator of
staff development, and Jane Filer, L.P.N., staff development
instructor.
The lecturers are Dr. Steven Diamond, "Normal and Ab-
normal Coronary Anatomy"; Tina Lobb, R.N., Easton Hospi-
tal, "Rehabilitation of Post-Myocardial Infarction (M.I.)"; Dr.
Judith Derasse, "Hemodynamic Changes in M.I."; Dr. Farrokh
Sader, "Cardio-vascular Surgery"; Una Llewellyn, MMC dieti-
cian, "Coronary Care Diet"; Mrs. Joan Katz, "Emotional, Spirit-
ual and Social Needs of Coronary Care Patients"; Dr. Parimal
Ghatak "Twelve-lead EKG Interpretation", and Dr. Moosa
Njamj, '''Temporary Trans-Venus Pacing".
Arch Dawdle, MMC pharmacist, "Drugs in Coronary
Care"; Dr. Albert Kaspar, "Drug Therapy in Coronary Care";
Dr. Douglas Turtzo, "Cardiogenic Shock"; Larry Bower, respir-
atory therapist, "Respiratory Care"; Dr. John Kibelstit~, "Pul-
monary Function in M.I. and Shock Lung", and Dr. Gavin Barr,
"Heart and Lung Sounds" and "Interpretation of Complex
Arrhythmias" .
Dr. Walter Stull will make a case history presentation and
Dr. Diamond will demonstrate autopsy correlation with dissec-
tion. The students will be conducted on clinical rounds by Dr.
Ben C. Barnes, MMC medical director, and other physicians.
They also will view a stress test.
Ladies Pay Another $5,000
On Current $85,000 Pledge
The Board of Directors of
the MMC Auxiliary has ap-
proved payment of a third
$5,000 contribution to the
group's current $85,000
pledge to the hospital.
Mrs. Allen Rau, auxiliary
president, reported that the
payment represents proceeds
from several of the group's
most recent fund-raising ac-
tivities.
Mrs. Frank Leidich, chair-
man of the auxiliary'S Camille
Gift Shop, announced that
many new items are now on
sale at the hospital shop. She
noted that many of the items
incorporate a Bicentennial
theme.
Mrs. William MacMorris of
Bethlehem turned over a check
for $1,000 representing pro-
ceeds from the auxiliary's
Thrift Shop.
Hospital Honors 150 During
Annual Volunteer Week Salute
A total of 150 persons were honored during Hospital Vol-
unteer Week, April 5-10, at Muhlenberg Medical Center. The
volunteers were saluted at two teas hosted by members of the
hospital staff.
These volunteers reached new plateaus of hourly service:
Mrs. Helen Detthof, Bethlehem, 5,700; Mrs. Gladys Hill (post-
humous), 4,300; Mrs. Mabel Angstadt and Bettie Melloy, both
of Bethlehem, 3,400; Rona Ezar, Bethlehem, 2,700; Ruth
Wahrmann, Allentown, 2,300; Elda Weiss, Bethlehem, 2,200;
Alice Hausman, Allentown, 2,000; Mrs. Marion Smith, Bethle-
hem, 1,800; Mrs. Loraine Stewart, Bethlehem, 1,600; Catherine
Roth, Bethlehem, 1,500; Ruth Bartsch, Hellertown, 1,300; Vir-
ginia Hoffert and Mildred Strohl, both of Bethlehem, and Doro-
thy Alexander, Catasauqua, 1,200.
Robert Stewart, Olga Gearhart, Cynthia Ahner, Rhoda
Hottle, Louise McCahon, Ed Fehnnel and Grace Unangst, all of
Bethlehem, Mrs. Marian Leidich, Catasauqua, 1,000; Mabel
Clemson, Allentown, 900; Carrie Bowker, Mary Murphy and
Howard Nicholas, all of Bethlehem, 800; Dorothy Allan and
Lela Creidenberg, both of Bethlehem, and Frieda Wahrmann,
Allentown, 700; Mrs. Harry Trost, Russell Powell, Leona Koch-
er and John Gemi, Jr., all of Bethlehem and Thelma Alexander,
Catasauqua, 600; Kit Rittenhouse, Ernestine Schussler, o. O.
Hartney, Ralph Warnke, Ed Lohrmann and Shirley Fegley, all
of Bethlehem, and Mildred Young, Catasauqua, 500.
Truman Zink and Myrtie Hartzell, both of Bethlehem, 400;
Mrs. Anna Gangewere, William Baer, Franklin Sloyer, Eugene
Meixell, Isabelle Miller, Doris Dalby and Loraine Cornwell, all
of Bethlehem, and Katherine Nelson, Allentown, 300; Betty
Geist, Fran Steingroewer, Muriel Mengel, Madalene Nunez and
Katherine Kichline, all of Bethlehem; Ruth Wilson, Allentown,
and Grace Young, Catasauqua, 200.
Francis Storm, Clarence Bonser, Carlos Estribi, Martha
Griest, Walter Meissner, Phillis Vaughn, Heidi Kirtland, Rene
Unger, Gerry Ubberoth, Robert Vargo, Peg Miller, Jean Weaver
and Betty Benckert, all of Bethlehem, and Mamie Weidner and
Grace Huber, Catasauqua, 100.
The hostesses were Mrs. Edwin Miller, Mrs. Charlotte
Hottle, Mrs. Edward Daniels, Mrs. Wesley Gangawer and Mrs.
Winifred Drury. Mrs. Stanton was the speaker for the programs.
"We are a unique men's
group with a unique mission
-to support and improve the
programs and facilities at
MMC. Everything we do is
directed towards this goal,"
he said.
The men conduct numerous
activities throughout the year,
including the annual Men of
MMC Coin Show, refresh-
ment stands at the Lehigh
Valley Summer Festival, the
sale of commemoratives and
part of the hospital's chaplain-
cy program.
Any male over the age of
18 is encouraged to join. Ap-
plication forms and additional
information is available by
calling the hospital's Depart-
ment of Employee and Com-
munity Services, 865-0711.
Men Launch Membership Drive-
Many Opportunities To Serve
I
The Men of Muhlenberg
Medical Center are conduct-
ing an ongoing membership
drive in an effort to boost the
organization's total member-
ship and to develop further
support for the Bethlehem
hospital.
William C. Waud, president
of the Men of MMC, an-
nounced that the drive is also
urging current members to re-
new their memberships. Dues
for belonging to the group are
only five dollars per year.
Mr. Waud noted that the
Men of MMC are the only
male auxiliary group associ-
ated with a hospital in the
state and were the first group
of men admitted to the Penn-
sylvania Association of Hos-
pital Auxiliaries.
DISASTER "VICTIM" receives first aid while awaiting ambulance to
transport him to Muhlenberg Medical Center where alert team is in
action.
BETHLEHEM TOWNSHIP AMBULANCE CORP was one of several dis-
aster groups that responded quickly when a mock explosion occurred
at the MMC barn.
Disaster (Continued from page 1)
the hospital was prepared for Emergency Room, which was
such emergencies. sealed off to anyone not in-
The hospital's Conference volved with the disaster action.
Room served as the control Visitors, unaware of the emer-
center where a team of phy- gency, were sequestered in the
sicians and department heads dining room, where an infor-
coordinated the action, under mation center was set up for
the direction of Dr. Raymond interviewing the "distraught"
Lutz. parents of the injured Scouts.
Off-duty personnel, who Three victims were "dead"
were called in, responded on arrival. The seriously in-
quickly and soon the typical jured were rushed to surgery
Saturday afternoon lull be- or the medical floors by ele-
came a scene of life-saving vators which were held only
activity. for disaster use. Those with
"Victims" were placed in minor injuries were treated in
ambulances and rushed to the the Emergency Room.
Committee Heads Named For
'76 L. V. Summer Festival
Committee heads have been
appointed for the various ac-
tivity areas of the 1976 Lehigh
Valley Summer Festival.
Mrs. Frank Muhr, Bethle-
hem, general chairperson, re-
ported that the following will
be in charge of specific assign-
ments connected with the
planning and preparation for
the big August 20-22 festival:
John Gemi, chairman, re-
freshment booths; Mrs. Wil-
liam Snyder, Jr., chairperson,
dress booth; Mrs. Clarence
Berger, chairperson, and Mrs.
Gavin Barr, co-chairperson,
luncheon and dinners; Clar-
ence Berger, chairman, and
Sister Esther Schenker, co-
chairperson, program book;
Jon Miller, chairman and Rev.




Rehm, Jr., chairman and
Joseph Sofka, co-chairman,
artists.
Mrs. Mary Herring, chair-
person, crafts; William Hol-
lenbach, chairman, and
Charles Herbster, co-chair-
man, building and grounds;
Diane Garland, chairperson,
and Mrs. Elmer Paules, co-
chairperson, ticket booths;
Mrs. Mary Grace Stanton,
chairperson, Miss MMC Con-
test; Mrs. Philip Boote, chair-
person, Junior Auxiliary.
Mrs. Frank Muhr, chair-
person, area projects; Mrs.
Charles Payne, chairperson,
devotions; William Waud,
president, Men of MMC; Mrs.
Fran Storm, chairperson, and
Mrs. Helen Salloy, co-chair-
person, publicity, and Elmer
J. Paules, chairman, and Don-
ald Best, co-chairman, cash
drawing.
Mrs. John H. A. Snyder
and H. Bruce Thompson are
also serving on this cabinet.
Mrs. Ralph Hartzell, Mrs.
J. Arthur Harwick, Mrs. Mer-
ritt Snyder, Clara Schleicher,
Lena Kistler, Mrs. Franklin
W. Young, Mrs. Warren E.
Long, Mrs. Carl Gerhab, Mrs.
Allen Rau and Irvin Lengel
are serving on the advisory
committee.
Proceeds from the 3-day
summer festival go to the hos-
pital's Equipment Fund. Last
summer $31,000 was raised
through the gala event.
N. Y. Physician Staff Lecturer
"Renal Transplantation" was the subject of the lecture
to the MMC Medical Staff on April 26 in the hospital's dining
room. The guest lecturer was Dr. Kurt H. Stenzel, medical
director of the Rogosin Kidney Center, New York Hospital-
Cornell Medical Center, New York City. The talk was one in
a series given monthly as part of the program of the regular
meetings of the staff.
The drill was arranged by
the subcommittee of the MMC
Disaster Committee, headed
by Franklin Shaffer, in co-
operation with Northampton
County Civil Defense. Mark
A. Farrell, civil defense di-
rector, coordinated the actions
of fire, police and rescue
teams. Bethlehem firefighters
were supported by companies
from Hanover (Northampton
County) and Bethlehem town-
ships and Hellertown. The
Northampton County Chap-
ter, American Red Cross, al-
so participated, and Bethle-
hem and State Police directed
traffic.
The 16 physicians partici-
pating in the drill included
Dr. Charles Waltman and Dr.
Ben C. Barnes, who assisted
Dr. Lutz in the control cen-
ter. Sister Gunnel Sterner,
director of social services, and
Mrs. Mary Grace Stanton, di-
rector of community services,
were in charge of the informa-
tion center.
Dr. Lutz reported that the
MMC disaster plan, a 21-page
document drawn up earlier in
the year, had proved to be
"viable and effective". He
described the response of phy-
sicians and hospital personnel
as "an example of planning
and preparedness and the ex-
ercise of skills that would be
difficult to match."
I
Mrs. Shirley Ragsdale, R. N.
Named Director of Nursing
Mrs. Shirley Ragsdale, R.N.
Mrs. Shirley Ragsdale, R.N.,
has been named Muhlenberg
Medical Center's director of
nursing. Her appointment was
announced by Donald E. Por-
ter, executive director.
Mrs. Ragsdale replaces
Franklin A. Shaffer, R.N.,
who resigned to become as~
sistant director of administra-
tive nursing, Elizabeth Gen-
eral Hospital, Elizabeth, N.J.
Mr. Shaffer was director of
nursing administration at
MMC.
Mrs. Ragsdale joined the
hospital's staff in 1972 as a
staff nurse in the surgical unit.
She was promoted to super-
visor for the surgical, inten-
sive/coronary care and emer-
gency units and, in February
1975, became assistant direc-
tor of nursing.
A native of Renova, PA,
Mrs. Ragsdale is a graduate of
the Easton Hospital School of
Nursing where she served as a
charge nurse in the medical
and surgical units from 1960-
64.
Volunteers at Muhlenberg laincy program, reported that
Medical Center contributed three chapel services were
over 2,300 hours of service conducted in January and five
during January and over in February. She stated that
2,200 hours in February, Mrs. ministers and priests from var-
Mary Grace Stanton, Director ious local churches conduct
of Employee and Community the services, while members
Services, reported. of the Men of MMC serve as
Mrs. Stanton noted that ushers.
volunteers work in nearly ev- Loss (Continued from page 1)
ery service area of the hospi- that the hospital will not deny
tal. They include candystrip- care and treatment to those
ers, cheery-cherry nursing who are unable to pay and
aides, Red Cross Youths, jun- would qualify for medical as-
ior male volunteers and mem- sistance.
bers of the Men of Retirement "It is the stated policy of
Age (MORA), Men of MMC, this hospital to treat all people,
American Association of Re- regardless of race, national
tired Persons and the MMC origin, color, creed or ability
Auxiliary. to pay," Mr. Porter said, "and
Sister Esther Schenker, dea- we shall continue to promul-
77 were elected. Members ap- _-::c-=-o--:-n~e_ss~o_f-::t-=-h~e~h_o-:-s~p_it--:-a_l'_S_c_h_a~p_----.:g=-a t_e_t_h_i ~P-;O;:li=CY=.=,,====~
proved the amendments to the
organization's by-laws. Muhlenberg Medical Center
The Yankee Doodle Dan- Bethlehem, Pa. 18017
dies are outstanding entertain-
ers whose performances have
won acclaim locally and na-
tionwide. Since the members
and their ladies prefer a "fun"
night, there were no speeches
or prolonged reports.
John Gemi, Bethlehem, was
committee chairman. Serving
with him were Kenneth Har-
pel, Douglas Hunt, Lester
Pearson and Paul Wieand.
Franklin Shaffer, R.N.
In 1964 she and her hus-
band, Dr. John Ragsdale,
moved to Africa and worked
at the David Livingstone
Teacher Training College in
Zambia. Mrs. Ragsdale head-
ed a medical care clinic at the
college until their return to
the United States in 1968.
She spent another year at
Easton Hospital and then re-
turned to Zambia for another
2-year stay.
The new MMC director of
nursing is earning credits for
her bachelor of science degree
in medical missions from
United Wesleyan College, Al-
lentown, where her husband
is academic dean.
Mr. Porter noted that Frank
Shaffer made an important
contribution to the develop-
ment of the hospital's Nursing
Department. He added,
"Frank is moving up to a large
metropolitan hospital, an op-
portunity that he could not
turn down. We extend best
wishes for his success."
Food-Fun Theme of 16th Annual
Dinner Dance of Men of MMC
The Yankee Doodle Dan-
dies put the Men of MMC and
their wives and guests in a Bi-
centennial mood at the auxil-
iary's 16th annual dinner
meeting and ladies nite on
April 19. The affair was held
at the Northampton Memorial
Community Center.
The evening included a fam-
ily style chicken and roast
beef dinner and dancing to the
music of the Toppers. Presi-
dent William C. Waud, Beth-
lehem, conducted a short bus-
iness meeting during which of-
ficers and directors for 1976-
I
Drs. Ziegenfuss, Mahajan and
Kayali Join Medical Staff
Three physicians have been added to the Muhlenberg Med-
ical Center's medical staff. Dr. Ben C. Barnes, medical director,
announced that they were approved by the staff's Credentials
Committee and the board of directors of the hospital.
Dr. Warren L. Ziegenfuss, III, was given privileges in fam-
ily medicine. A native of Bethlehem, he is a graduate of Mora-
vian College and the Temple University School of Medicine. Dr.
Ziegenfuss interned at Montgomery Hospital, Norristown, and
was a resident in medicine and radiology at the Philadelphia
Veterans Hospital. He has his office and home in Allentown.
Dr. Shyam S. Mahajan was given Emergency Room privi-
leges. He is a native of India and is a graduate of the Govern-
ment Degree College, Khargore, and the Gandhi Medical Col-
lege in Bhapel. Dr. Mahajan interned at Roxborough Memorial
Hospital, Philadelphia, and was a resident in surgery at the
Strong Memorial Hospital of the University of Rochester. His
office and residence are in Bethlehem.
Dr. Hasan Kayali was also given Emergency Room privi-
leges. A native of Syria, he received his medical degree from
Damascus University and interned at St. Francis Hospital,
Evanston, Ill. Dr. Kayali was a resident in general surgery at
Mt. Carmel Mercy Hospital, Chicago, and in colo-rectal surgery
at Sacred Heart Hospital, Allentown.
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